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CHAPTER 24 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
 

Article VIII. - Parades, Motorcades, Special Events and 
Demonstrations 

 

Sec. 24-283. Interference with Pickets Prohibited; Police Authority to 
Disperse Crowds; Failure to Leave When Ordered Declared Offense. 

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to physically interfere with pickets in the use of the 
sidewalk. Spectators shall not use fighting words or language that is or to address profane, 
indecent , abusive, or or threatening language to or at those pickets which which would tend 
to provoke the pickets  or a reasonable personothers to a breach of the peace. 

b. The police officers of the city may issue a command to disperse in accordance with North 
Carolina General Statutes § 14-288.5 in the event of a riot or disorderly conduct by an 
assemblage of three or more persons. 

b. , in the event of the assemblage of persons in such numbers as to tend to intimidate pickets 
pursuing their lawful objective through numbers alone or through use of inflammatory words, 
direct the dispersal of persons so assembled and may arrest any person who fails to absent 
himself from the place of such assemblage when so directed by the police. 

c. Whenever the free passage of any street or sidewalk in the city shall be obstructed by a crowd, 
whether or not the crowd assembles as a result of or in connection with picketing, the persons 
composing such crowd shall disperse or move on when directed to do so by a police officer. It 
shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to so disperse or move on when so directed by a 
public officer as provided in this article. 

(Ord. No. S2008-013, § 5, 8-11-2008) 

Effective on: 11/18/2013 
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