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 The authority to lower speed limits adjacent to or near schools is given 
to local authorities within their respective jurisdictions by North Carolina General 
Statute § 20-141.1 Speed limits in school zones.  

 
This policy is to provide guidance and uniformity on how and when speed 

limit reductions are established for a school speed zone. When a new project is 
established, or when the existing speed zone is in need of reevaluation, or when 
existing signs are in need of replacement, repair or maintenance, conformance 
with this practice is required.  

 
The City of Fayetteville shall follow the steps identified by the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation “STANDARD PRACTICE for ESTABLISHING A 
SCHOOL SPEED ON A STATE SYSTEM STREET OR A HIGHWAY IN NORTH 
CAROLINA”. 

 
 For ease of reference, the above mentioned “STANDARD PRACTICE,” 
known as “S-14” on the revised date of 01/15/2026, is included with this policy. 
All references to State systems, personnel, or entities shall be understood to refer 
to equivalent City of Fayetteville systems, personnel, or entities for this policy.  
 

Within the City of Fayetteville, per North Carolina Administrative Code 19A 
NCAC 02B.0232 SCHOOL FLASHERS (STATE MUNICIPAL SYSTEM), the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation is responsible for approving and 
establishing school zones and school flashers for Public Schools. In practice, 
Cumberland County Schools is responsible for the maintenance of all school 
flashers associated with the school zones established for the schools operated by 
the County. The City of Fayetteville is responsible for the establishment and 
maintenance of school zones and their associated equipment as part of this policy 
for school zones not maintained by the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation or Cumberland County Schools. 

 
 Associated school zone equipment is understood to include, but not be 
limited to, thermoplastic pavement markings for the word “SCHOOL”, sign 
assemblies for school speed zones, sign assemblies for pedestrian crossings in 
school speed zones, and school flasher assemblies. 
 
 If the need for school zone flasher(s) is established by the City of Fayetteville, 
the City of Fayetteville Public Services Department – Traffic Services Division will 
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prepare an estimate of the material and equipment cost for installation. The school 
agency will make payment to the City of Fayetteville for the cost of the materials 
and equipment prior to installation of the school zone flasher(s). In addition, the 
school board shall make application for electrical service for the school zone 
flasher(s) and shall be responsible for payment of the associated utility bills. 
 
 The City will agree to maintain the school zone signs, pavement markings, 
and school zone flasher(s) so long as the need for this school zone continues. 
Should this school zone become unnecessary; the signs, pavement markings, and 
school zone flasher(s) will be removed. The school zone flasher(s) shall be reused 
at another mutually agreeable site between the school agency and City (at no cost 
to the school board). Should no mutually agreeable site be available, the school 
zone flasher(s) shall become the property of the City of Fayetteville. 
 

The City reserves the right to revise or remove school speed zone 
ordinances and revise or remove signs, pavement markings, and flasher(s) based 
on current conditions and if necessary, when roadway improvements or changes 
in the roadway cross section or configuration necessitates a new investigation. 
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