Blanton Road Speed Limit
Reduction Request Response

August 03, 2026



\>

] FAYETTEVILLE! Bottom Line Up-Front

IN

Staff recommend to keep the Blanton Road speed limit at 35 mph.

* Request does not meet the requirements established under
Council Policy 160.3 for speed limit modifications

* Proposed speed limit reduction is not supported by FayPD

* Crash Review does not indicate a roadway deficiency or pattern
of crashes

* City data and industry guidance shows lowering speed limits do
not significantly reduce speeds

* Above standard signage is currently provided



<< FAYETTEVILLE: Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

Council Policy 160.3 (revised September 2024)

SUBJECT - STREETS, TRAFFIC,AND | Number Revised | Effective | Page 1of1
ARKING 160.3 Date
Requests for Speed Limit Changes 3-1599 | 10-25-82
9-9-24

A petition may be submitted by a majority of
the residents abutting streets in a
neighborhood for reduction or increase of the
speed limit. Upon receipt of a valid petition,
City Council will hold a public hearing to
consider the request.
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FAYETTEVILLE: Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

e Speed limit reduction is not supported by

FAYETTEVILLE:®
FayPD KO

* Fewer than 3 speeding complaints have been ™| -

Major, Specialized Service Bureau

reported on Blanton Road. SRS

It has come to the attention of the Fayetteville Police Department that there is a proposal to
change the speed limit on Blanton Road from 35 MPH to 25 MPI. We understand that this
matter is scheduled to appear as an agenda item during the City Council meeting on May 11,
2026.

While some may believe the current speed limit is too high for this roadway, the available data
does not support a reduction in speed. Over the past year, fewer than 3 speeding complaints have
been reported on Blanton Road.

L]
. [ ] Additionally, two speed studies have been conducted on Blanton Road within the past three
V e r a e S e e r O W O S e e S | l I e S S O W years. The first study, conducted in December 2023, showed an average vehicle speed of 38
l I I ° MPH, which is only 3 MPH above the posted speed limit. The second study, conducted in April

2026, showed an average vehicle speed of 37 MPH, which is only 2 MPH above the posted
speed limit.

. f— At this time, the Fayetteville Police Department does not support changing the speed limit on
Vg ° p e e — l I I p Blanton Road. Reducing the speed limit from 35 MPH to 25 MPH would likely increase

speeding ints and require additi in the area.

Should a speed limit change ultimately be approved, the Police Department would require

adequate lead time to conduct a public education campaign informing motorists of the change
[ J — Vg p e e p— I ' ' p prior to enforcement efforts.
.
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* Reducing the speed limit to 25 mph will likely
increase speeding complaints and require
additional resources in the area.




<KFAYETTEVILLE! Crash Review Background

Currently 35 mph
Approx. 1,800 vehicles/day
Approx. 0.87 miles long



<CFAYETTEVILLE: Crash Review

65 crashes identified over 5 years.

48 (74%) crashes occurred at Pamalee Drive.

e 22 (34%) crashes occurred exclusively on Pamalee Drive.

97% of crashes were driver behavior.
No crash patterns identified.

1 fatal crash

* Driver passed a stopped school bus
Crossed a double-yellow line
Traveling 70 mph

On a wet road
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<CFAYETTEVILLE:

Crash Review

Wet . Run-Off
Total Fatal F“."tal Road Night Road Severity Total
Route Crash Crash Injury — Crash T
—_— —_— Crash —_— Crash Index Miles
Rate? Rate? Crash Rate® Rate? Rate? —
Rate? —_—
Blanton Road
(Johnson St to S. of Galleria o) | 2274 | 0.35 7.70 3.85 4.90 5.60 8.88 0.87
Urban US Route | 55529 | 155 | 8415 | 46.01 | 69.18 | 49.73 N/A 423
2 lanes undivided
Urban NC Route | o 000 | 130 | 7405 | 3748 | 6453 | 41.69 N/A 766
2 lanes undivided
Urban Primary Route | 9, g3 | 139 | 7764 | 4052 | 66.19 | 4455 N/A 1,189
2 lanes undivided
Urban Secondary Route
Soondary SO | 27279 | 129 | 7190 | 3994 | 7142 | 6272 N/A 4,499
Cumberland County Average | 323.29 | 174 | 68.63 N/A N/A N/A 4.06 N/A

a = per 100 million vehicle-miles traveled

Crash rates are substantially lower than comparable roads




<XFAYETTEVILLE! Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

* Crash Review did not identify a roadway
eficiency or pattern of crashes. :
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Date: May 29, 2026 H G
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& : MWy
To: Fayetteville City Council
Through: Michael Gibson, Interim Assistant City Manager

From: Brian McGill, PE, PTOE, Assistant Public Services Director — Traffic Services
Subject: Blanton Road Crash Review

L]
. This memo is in response to a request made on April 6, 2026 for Public Services to review Blanton
o060 Road for a possible speed limit reduction. As part of that review, a crash review was completed.

Historical crash trends and roadway conditions were evaluated for Blanton Road between south
of Galleria Drive to Johnson Street. This review analyzed five years of vehicle crash data and ten
years of pedestrian crash data. Blanton Road has a posted speed limit of 35 mph. Based on the

0 - M - . most recent traffic count conducted by City staff in March 2026, it is estimated that the Annual
. Daily Traffic is 1,800 vehicles per day. For the purposes of this review, we assumed 1,800 vehicles
0 per day for the entirety of the road.

The analysis identified a total of 65 crashes within the study limits. The dataset includes crashes
within the influence areas of the intersections at Pamalee Drive (US 401 Bypass) and Johnson
Street, which covers 150 feet of both the and f their ive i {

0 ° . This means the dataset includes crashes involving only vehicles traveling on Pamalee Drive or
0 a I I n g O e l l ( e p e e Johnson Street and not traveling or interacting with Blanton Road.

A summary of the crash rates is provided in the table below, alongside different types of roads
with similar profiles from NCDOT, and overall information for Cumberland County.

(
* (22%) Failing to Yield - 2B EE ==
(

Blanton Road
(Johnson St to S. of Galleria Dr) 2274 035 7.70 385 490 5.60 888 087

Urban US Route
2 lanes undivided

32259 | 155 | 8415 | 4601 | 69.18 | 49.73 NiA 423

UmanNCRoule | 2766, | 130 | 7405 | 37.48 | 6453 | 4160 | Na | 766

0 L
2 lanes undivided
e e I I I I ‘ Urban Primary Route
0 I p a 2 lax undivi 29298 139 7764 40.52 66.19 4455 NA 1,189

Urban Secondary Route
2 lanes undivided

Cumberiand County Average | 32329 | 174 | 6863 NA NA NA 4.06 NA
5= P 100 Ton vemcie oS raveled

27279 129 71.90 39.94 7142 6272 NA 4,499

The analysis found that Blanton Road's overall crash rate is lower than countywide average crash
rates, as well as statewide average crash rates for similar roadways. Please note that Blanton
Road's severity index is higher than the countywide average, and is above 8.4, meaning crashes
experienced within the study area are expected to result more often in serious injury.
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<XFAYETTEVILLE! Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

e NCDOT S-40 states:

oe®

“...Engineering studies have shown
that there are often no significant
changes in vehicle speeds following
the posting of an artificially reduced
speed limit...Lowering the speed limit
by itself cannot guarantee motorists
will obey the new regulation.”
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<XFAYETTEVILLE! Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

Recent Speed Limit reductions on other City streets have not
significantly reduced speeds.

SPEED SPEED
LIMIT LIMIT

SPEED LIMIT
3 5 REDUCED 25

——— T — T

85%ile speed 85%ile speed

WesTROWANSTREETM 36mph "3 34 mph - 36 mph

85%ile speed 85%ile speed




FAYETTEVILLE! Ball Bank Indicator Test

Curves studied on May 14, 2026.

Curve near Goodyear Ave has an
advisory speed of 25 mph posted.

Test indicates all curves can be
navigated safely at the speed limit.



<XFAYETTEVILLE! Reasons to Keep Blanton at 35 MPH

Above standard signage currently exists,
and the ball-bank indicator test does

not support the existing advisory speed
sign of 25 MPH, or additional sighage.
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) FAYETTEVILLE! Blanton Road Summary

IN

Data supports keeping the speed limit at 35 mph.

* Request does not meet the requirements established under
Council Policy 160.3 for speed limit modifications

* Proposed speed limit reduction is not supported by FayPD

* Crash Review does not indicate a roadway deficiency or pattern
of crashes

* City data and industry guidance shows lowering speed limits do
not significantly reduce speeds

* Above standard signage is currently provided



< FAYETTEVILLE! Staff Recommendation

Staff recommend to keep the Blanton Road speed limit at 35 mph.
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AMERICA’S CAN DO CITY

FayettevilleNC.gov
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