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	Meeting Frequency: Bi-Monthly to Monthly
	Members Names: Mario Benavente, Deno Hondros, and Brenda McNair 
	Committee Name: Homelessness and Mental Health Committee
	Committee Purpose: The Homeless and Mental Health Committee has been established to develop policy recommendations on issues that address the entire spectrum of homelessness; to include persons experiencing homelessness, those at risk of becoming homeless, and all those affected by homelessness. 

It shall collaborate with interested community members to understand the issues related to mental health and homelessness and prioritize policy recommendations to City Council with a long term goal to facilitate moving persons from homelessness to stability.
	Objective 1: Identify partners working with homelessness and mental health
	Objective 2: Develop greater understanding of issues
	Objective 3: Create recommendations for City Council
	Successes & Accomplishments: Created partnership with Continuum of Care (CoC) to receive feedback from the most active Homeless service providers and learn more about the system

Learned more about the success and challenges of local providers:
- Alliance Behavioral Health 
- Recovery International (Roxie Ave)
- Fayetteville Metropolitan Housing Authority
- Local faith based leaders
	Identified Challenges: Need for public education on homelessness causes, resources, and process

Establish clarity for City's role in the issue

Greater community collaboration with other governments, anchor institutions, nonprofits, and other community groups
	Lessons Learned: Systems are complex and under resourced
Relationships and history are in everything
Passionate people doing their best
Passionate activists demanding more
	Future Plans: The Committee has three recommendations for City Council:
- Direct funding to CoC so that they can hire professional Director (from Joint Homeless Initiative)
- Work to reinstate the Joint City/County Homelessness Advisory Council 
- Finance Affordable housing at extremely low income with a focus on supportive programs


