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§ 160A-470. Creation of regional councils; definition of "unit of local government".  
(a) Any two or more units of local government may create a regional council of governments by 

adopting identical concurrent resolutions to that effect in accordance with the provisions and 

procedures of this Part. To the extent permitted by the laws of its state, a local government in a state 

adjoining North Carolina may participate in regional councils of governments organized under this 

Part to the same extent as if it were located in this State. The concurrent resolutions creating a 

regional council of governments, and any amendments thereto, will be referred to in this Part as the 

"charter" of the regional council.  

(b) For the purposes of this Part, "unit of local government" means a county, city, or consolidated 

city-county. (1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 71.)  

§ 160A-471. Membership.  
Each unit of local government initially adopting a concurrent resolution under G.S. 160A-470 shall 

become a member of the regional council. Thereafter, any local government may join the regional 

council by ratifying its charter and by being admitted by a majority vote of the existing members. All 

of the rights and privileges of membership in a regional council of governments shall be exercised on 

behalf of its member governments by their delegates to the council. (1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, 

s. 72.)  

§ 160A-472. Contents of charter.  
The charter of a regional council of governments shall:  

(1) Specify the name of the council;  

(2) Establish the powers, duties, and functions that it may exercise and perform;  

(3) Establish the number of delegates to represent the member governments, fix their terms of office, 

provide methods for filling vacancies, and prescribe the compensation and allowances, if any, to be 

paid to delegates;  

(4) Set out the method of determining the financial support that will be given to the council by each 

member government;  

(5) Establish a method for amending the charter, and for dissolving the council and liquidating its 

assets and liabilities.  

In addition, the charter may, but need not, contain rules and regulations for the conduct of council 

business and any other matter pertaining to the organization, powers, and functioning of the council 

that the member governments deem appropriate. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.)  
§ 160A-473. Organization of council.  
Upon its creation, a regional council shall meet at a time and place agreed upon by its member 

governments and shall organize by electing a chairman and any other officers that the charter may 

specify or the delegates may deem advisable. The council shall then adopt bylaws for the conduct of 

its business. All meetings of the council shall be open to the public. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.)  

§ 160A-474. Withdrawal from council.  
Any member government may withdraw from a regional council at the end of any fiscal year by 

giving at least 60 days' written notice to each of the other members. Withdrawal of a member 

government shall not dissolve the council if at least two members remain. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.)  

§ 160A-475. Specific powers of council. 

The charter may confer on the regional council any of the following powers:  

(1) To apply for, accept, receive, and dispense funds and grants made available to it by 

the State of North Carolina or any agency thereof, the United States of America or any 

agency thereof, any unit of local government (whether or not a member of the council), 

and any private or civic agency.  



(2) To employ personnel.  

(3) To contract with consultants.  

(4) To contract with the State of North Carolina, any other state, the United States of 

America, or any agency thereof, for services.  

(5) To study regional governmental problems, including matters affecting health, safety, 

welfare, education, recreation, economic conditions, regional planning, and regional 

development.  

(6) To promote cooperative arrangements and coordinated action among its member 

governments.  

(7) To make recommendations for review and action to its member governments and 

other public agencies which perform functions within the region in which its member 

governments are located.  

(7a) For the purpose of meeting the regional council's office space and program needs, to 

acquire real property by purchase, gift, or otherwise, and to improve that property. The 

regional council may pledge real property as security for indebtedness used to finance 

acquisition of that property or for improvements to that real property, subject to approval 

by the Local Government Commission as required under G.S. 159-153. A regional 

council may not exercise the power of eminent domain.  

(7b) To carry out the powers, duties, and responsibilities granted pursuant to Chapter 157 

of the General Statutes except the power of eminent domain. This subdivision does not 

apply to cities with a population of greater than 250,000 according to the latest federal 

decennial census. 

(8) (See Editor's Note) Any other powers that are exercised or capable of exercise by its 

member governments and desirable for dealing with problems of mutual concern to the 

extent such powers are specifically delegated to it from time to time by resolution of the 

governing board of each of its member governments which are affected thereby, 

provided, that no regional council of governments shall have the authority to construct or 

purchase buildings, or acquire title to real property, except for the purposes permitted 

under subdivision (7a) of this section or in order to exercise the authority granted by 

Chapter 260 of the Session Laws of 1979.  

(9) (See Editor's Note) Any other powers that are exercised or capable of exercise by its 

member governments and desirable for dealing with problems of mutual concern to the 

extent such powers are specifically delegated to it from time to time by resolution of the 

governing board of each of its member governments which are affected thereby, 

provided, that no regional council of governments shall have the authority to construct or 

purchase buildings, or acquire title to real property, except for the purposes permitted 

under subdivision (7a) of this section or in order to exercise the authority granted by 

Chapter 260 of the Session Laws of 1979, or the powers, duties, and responsibilities 

granted to the regional council pursuant to Chapter 157 of the General Statutes. Nothing 

in this subdivision permits a regional council to exercise the power of eminent domain. 

This subdivision does not apply to cities with a population of greater than 250,000 

according to the latest federal decennial census. (1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1975, c. 517, ss. 1, 2; 

1979, c. 902; 2005-290, s. 1; 2006-211, s. 1; 2017-178, ss. 2, 3.)  



§ 160A-476. Fiscal affairs.  
Each unit of local government having membership in a regional council may appropriate funds to the 

council from any legally available revenues. Services of personnel, use of equipment and office 

space, and other services may be made available to the council by its member governments as a part 

of their financial support. (1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 73.)  

§ 160A-477. Reports.  
Each regional council shall prepare and distribute to its member governments and to the public an 

annual report of its activities including a financial statement. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.)  

§ 160A-478. Powers granted are supplementary.  
The powers granted to cities and counties by this Article are supplementary to any powers heretofore 

or hereafter granted by any other general law, local act, or city charter for the same or similar 

purposes. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 


